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The role of corrective feedback(CF) in L2 acquisition is controversial, both with regard to whether CF has a significant role to play and, if it does, what type of CF is most facilitative.  This talk examines CF from three different perspectives.  The cognitive perspective draws on the Interaction Hypothesis, The Output Hypothesis and the Noticing Hypothesis to propose ways in which a corrective focus on form can influence interlanguage development. The social perspective recognizes that teachers and learners vary in how they orientate to CF depending on both the institutional context in which they work, the specific pedagogic activity they are engaged in, and their social background. The psychological perspective examines the role played by individual learner factors, such as language aptitude and anxiety, which influence how learners respond to and benefit from CF.  I will argue that a theory of CF needs to take account of all three perspectives and that the only theory with the power to do so is a sociocultural theory of CF.  In such a theory, CF is viewed as ‘a collaborative endeavour’ that must be adapted to both the individual learner and to the social/ situational context in which the CF occurs.  I will conclude with a set of general pedagogic proposals for conducting CF, drawing on the cognitive, social and psychological dimensions discussed previously.

